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“Why Won’t 
You Just Tell Us 

the Answer?”
Teaching 

Historical Thinking 
in Grades 7–12

Bruce A. Lesh; Foreword by Edward L. Ayers
over the last fifteen years, history teacher Bruce Lesh has refined a method 

of teaching history that mirrors the process used by historians, where 
students are taught to ask questions of evidence and develop historical 

explanations. Bruce shows how, by using his methods of teaching historical 
thinking, teachers can improve student comprehension of and performance 

in historical studies.  Grades 7–12 | 978-1-57110-812-8 | $22.00

“this is a thoughtful, articulate examination 
of what works and what doesn’t in the classroom, and it  
ought to be read by every history teacher who has been asked  
by students for ‘the right answer.’” 
— Dr. Carol Berkin, Presidential Professor of History, Baruch College  
      and Faculty Member, Graduate School at The City University of  
      New York,   August 2011

helpsteachers meet the expectations of the common core standards.

     “The methodology  
presented in this book  
led to nothing shy 

of a gestalt switch 
in my teaching.” 

— Adam Laye, Randallstown  
      High School, MD,  

      August 2011
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE THEME

NATIONAL HISTORY DAY’S 2026 CONTEST THEME IS
REVOLUTION, REACTION, REFORM IN HISTORY

AID IN THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Visit nhd.org/theme to watch the 2026
theme video and download the theme book to
help your students consider how revolutions
and reforms inspired reactions in history.

ENCOURAGE TOPICS AND
CATEGORIES OF INTEREST
Students can study local, national, or even
international histories of revolutions, reactions, and
reforms. Will they present their research as an
exhibit, website, documentary, paper, or performance?

Provide students with online resources and
consider field trips to local libraries and archives
to examine primary sources. Ensure students
place their topic into historical context and
formulate a strong historical argument.
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