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From the earliest conceptualizing of a new course to the final assessment of enrolled 
students, talented history teachers intricately weave their immense skill, expertise, and 
innovation to produce extraordinary history classes.  This form of academic artistry is 
known as Course Design.
In this issue, a trio of educators take the stage, each presenting their unique approaches to 
course design.  Roya Fathalizadeh begins with “Exploring the Possibilities and Challenges 
of Teaching United States History Thematically.”  Next, Claire Mayo offers “Centering 
Assessment on History Learning Outcomes through Ungrading: How to Implement 
Specifications Grading in History Courses.”  Finally, Derek Murray shares “Actively 
Constructing and Understanding the Past with Team-Based Learning.”
As we look forward to the journal’s 60th Anniversary and many more innovations to 
come, we hope you and your students have been enlightened and empowered by the 
possibilities presented in The History Teacher.  Thank you for having the courage and 
skill to be a History Teacher.
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