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Tea is a universal beverage that welcomes us to the morning, entertains us during
the day, and soothes us into the night. As an element of culture, tea is featured
prominently in fine art throughout history, including the exquisite paintings from
the 1700s that adorn this issue. Valued for its social, recreational, medicinal, and,
of course, financial purposes, tea also served as an important catalyst in one of the
most famous stories in American lore: The “Boston Tea Party.”

Though details of this December 16, 1773, event have been fuzzied or outright
falsified—as is the case with so many historical accounts—this did not deter Julie
Anne Sweet from tackling the topic with her history students. Her interactive approach
led to a live performance on campus, crafted through the historical discipline and
joined by hundreds of onlookers in procession.

As Dr. Sweet’s students step into December 1773 America, Dr. Peter Farrugia leads
students to May 1968 France, while Dr. Elizabeth A. Georgian and Dr. Matthew P.
Thornburg bring students to trial in a modern-day courtroom. This intrepid fusion
of historical skills and performing arts is celebrated in this issue’s special focus on
Acting and Live Performance.

We hope you and your students are enlightened and empowered by the possibilities
presented in this issue of The History Teacher. Thank you for having the courage
and skill to be a History Teacher.
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and other printed classroom materials, with evaluations of their scholarly reliability, formats,
and effectiveness of presentation. Reviews are commissioned in advance. Readers interested in
contributing reviews should advise the Editor of their qualifications and fields of specialization.

Submission guidelines for The History Teacher are available on the final page of this issue. Additional
information for contributing authors is available at <https://www.thehistoryteacher.org/contributing>.
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