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The History Teacher continues its 55th Anniversary Edition adorned with the exquisite art 
accompanying the works of Persian poet Jāmī (1414-1492).  In addition to a three-part special 
focus on Extracting Evidence with exceptional contributions from Michael P. Marino, Jason 
Eden, and Lightning Jay, this issue of The History Teacher examines World History Education—
including how it has developed in the past and how it can advance in the future.
This issue opens with the retrospective, and introspective, “World History Education around 
the World” by Ross Edmunds Dunn, author of the fascinating The Adventures of Ibn Battuta: 
A Muslim Traveler of the 14th Century and co-author of the perennially relevant History on 
Trial: Culture Wars and the Teaching of the Past.  Dunn scrutinizes the history of world history 
education as an academic subject “invented” by nineteenth-century scholars in the United 
States, and the field’s evolution “from race-based, Eurocentric, and multiculturalist conceptions 
to ‘humanocentric’ perspectives that emphasize study of world historical processes on several 
scales” now advanced by numerous organizations and individuals around the globe.
Continuing this important inquiry, Jameel Haque, co-founder of the Middle Eastern Studies 
and Islamic World Program and director of the Kessel Peace Institute at Minnesota State 
University, Mankato, audits several college-level world history textbooks and finds not only the 
aforementioned Eurocentrism, but also specific anti-Muslim biases that are alarmingly taught 
with academic authority to trusting students.  This candid—and necessary—self-reflection of the 
field fortunately offers recommendations to lead the discipline, and its students, to new heights.
We hope you and your students enjoy the possibilities presented in this issue of The History 
Teacher.  We invite you to join us in celebrating 55 years of The History Teacher—as well as the 
innumerable contributions of History Teachers throughout time and throughout the world.
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Adventures of Ibn Battuta, A Muslim Traveler of the 14th Century, History 
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University, where he studies social education and teacher education.  
He was a social studies teacher for elementary, middle, and high school 
students in Brooklyn, New York and Minneapolis, Minnesota prior to 
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