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Cover: Blast Furnace, Donora, PA, c. 1940s. Photograph from the Donora Museum Digital
Collection—Smoke and Smog Gallery, California University of Pennsylvania, <http://www.calu.
edu/business-community/teaching-primary-sources/donora-digital-collection/>. The mines, mills,
and manufacturing plants that dot our landscapes often were established following negotiations
between industrial corporate bodies and assorted governmental bodies, in conjunction with—or in
the absence of—existing legislation. Industrial sites in Donora, Pennsylvania, such as the American
Steel and Wire Company’s “blast furnace” featured in this photograph, contributed to an air pollution
crisis in 1948 that claimed 21 lives and marked an important historical turning point in corporate,
government, and citizen diplomacy, affecting the course of debates over economic, environmental,
and public health concerns. Gabe Schroeder presents a historical illustration of the Donora experience
and similar incidents in “‘Just Plain Murder’: Public Debate and Corporate Diplomacy in Donora’s
Fight for Clean Air,” which begins on page 93.
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