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Cover: 13r: Markgraf Otto von Brandenburg, from the Codex Manesse (Große Heidelberger 
Liederhandschrift), ca. 1300-1340.  The Codex Manesse is a Liederhandschrift (manuscript of songs) 
published in Zurich in the fourteenth century containing portraits of and poems by over 100 poets 
from the German Middle Ages.  This portrait of Margrave Otto von Brandenburg (Otto IV, 1266-1308) 
playing chess with a woman, presumably his wife, is available at Wikimedia Commons at <http://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Meister_der_Manessischen_Liederhandschrift_004.jpg>.  The 
Codex Manesse is currently held at Universitätsbibliothek Heidelberg (University Library Heidelberg), 
which hosts a full-text online version at <http://digi.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/diglit/cpg848>.  In addition 
to recreation, the game of chess can offer pedagogical uses, as John Pagnotti and William B. Russell 
III discuss in “Exploring Medieval Society with Chess: An Engaging Activity for the World History 
Classroom,” which begins on page 29 of this special-focus issue on using games in the classroom.
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