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Front Cover: “Sgt. Joe Louis—Champion of Champions,” Charles Henry Alston, 1943. Back
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American figures and their contributions to history. Commissioned by the U.S. government, these
drawings were created by Charles Henry Alston, whose photograph is included in the Contributors
section of this issue. This issue also includes a special focus on using cartoons, comic books, graphic
novels, and other illustrated sources to teach both historical content and historical thinking, featuring
Alicia C. Decker and Mauricio Castro’s “Teaching History with Comic Books: A Case Study of
Violence, War, and the Graphic Novel” and Alyson E. King’s “Cartooning History: Canada’s Stories
in Graphic Novels,” beginning on page 169 and page 189, respectively.
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Special Contributor:

Charles Henry Alston (1907-1977) earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Columbia
University in 1929 and his Master of Arts degree from Columbia’s Teachers College in
1931. Beyond the cartoons produced for the U.S. Office of War Information during World
War II, Alston’s artistic creations included numerous paintings, sculptures, and murals.

Charles Alston, 1939 / Andrew Herman, photographer. Federal Art Project,
Photographic Division collection, Archives of American Art, Smithsonian
Institution. Available at <http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/images/detail/
charles-alston-2465>.



